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f I ^HE Emotions of Gratitude infpired by the very 
-i- Place in which, by the Munificence of our 
Royal Patron, we are now for the firft Time affem- 
oled, render it impoffible for me to neglect the 
Opportunity which this Seafon, when ye have been 
ufed to hear yourfelves addreffed from the Chair, 
affords me, of offering my fmall Tribute of Acknow- 
ledgement for a Benefit fo eminently calculated to 
promote the Honour and Advancement of this 
Society* 

Eftablifhed originally by the Munificence of a 
Royal Founder ; foftered and encouraged fince that 
Time by every fucceffive Monarch who has fwayed 
the Britifh Sceptre, ye have ever proved yourfelves 
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worthy the Favor of your Royal Protestors. A 
Newton, who pruned his infant Wing Under your 
Aufpices, when his maturer Flights foared to Worlds 
unmeafurably diftant, ftill thought a Place among 
you an honorable DiftincYion. A Newton's immortal 
Labors, a Boyle, a Flamstead, a Halle y, a Ray, 
and many others, of whom I truft it is needlefs to 
remind you, have made ample Returns for the 
Patronage of former Monarchs. 

But bountiful as the Encouragement ye have 
received from former Patrons has ever been, the 
Favors which Science has, through your Interceffion, 
received from his prefent Majefty (whom God long 
preferve!) have eminently outdone their moft extenfive 
Ideas of Liberality. Ample Funds, by Him provided, 
have enabled you to reward Men of extenfive- Know- 
ledge and Ability, for fpending whole Years in the 
Service of Science ; obferving twice the Tranfit of the 
Planet Venus over the Difk of the Sun. At your 
Requeft 5 the Publick defrayed the Expence of convey- 
ing 
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ing them to the moil diftant Parts of the Globe we 
inhabit, where the purpofes of their Million, fo im- 
portant to the Science of Aftronomy, could beft be. 
fulfilled; while ye alone enjoy among your Fellow 
Academies the Reputation of having both fent and re* 
warded them. 

And more ; thofe very Donations were fo liberally 
planned by that Attention to Science which has ever 
diftinguimed His prefent Majefty's Reign, and will 
for ever bear Teftimony of his enlarged Mind, and. 
Difpofition favorable to the Advancement of true 
Knowledge, that the Surplus alone enabled you, with 
his Royal Approbation, to inftitute Experiments on 
the Attraction of Mountains, amidft the barren and 
bleak Precipices of the Highlands of Scotland, which 
then, for the firft Time, beheld Inftruments of the 
niceft Conftruclion tranfported to the Summits of their 
pathlefs Crags, and Men, ufed toother Plantations, 
voluntarily refiding in temporary Huts, eager to ex- 
prefs a grateful Senfe of their Royal Patron's Libe- 
rality, 
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Tality, by thus promoting to the utmoft the Caufe of 
Science, in which they were, under his Protection, 
embarked. 

Gifts like thefe, unfolicited and unconditionally 
beftowed, might have fatisfied the Impulfes even of a 
Princely Munificence ; but not fo with our Royal 
Patron. Amply informed in every Branch of real 
Knowledge, He refolved to beftow a (till more diftin- 
guimed Mark of his Favor on Science which he 
loved, and in this his laft beft Gift has fulfilled his 
Royal Refolution. 

Such a Donation, fo fuited to our prefent profper- 
ous and flourifhing Condition under his Royal Pa- 
tronage and Protection, is admirably calculated to 
increafe the Refpect, great as it is, which ye have ever 
received from the Learned of all Europe, placing 
you at once, in every Point of fplendid Accommoda- 
tion, as much above all Foreign Academies, as the 
Labors of your learned Predecefibrs had raifed you 
above them in literary Reputation. 

Let 
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Let then Gratitude to a Sovereign, from whom ye 
have received fuch confpicuous Encouragement, en- 
gage you, by an Application to a Promotion of the 
Sciences ye feverally poflefs, to defer ve a Continuance 
of his Royal Favor ; to meafure your future Exertions 
by the Standard of his princely Liberality ; and thus 
fhew the World, that ye ftill are, as ye always have 
been, worthy the Patronage of your King!; 




